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Library installs Novec 1230 fire suppression system 
Phase I  complete;  

Ansul donates equipment for Phase I I  
 

      The DRT Library Committee is pleased to announce that Phase I of the installation of a new Novec 
1230 fire suppression system, which protects the valuable contents of the library from fire and water 
damage, is complete and that Phase II is now fully funded with the June announcement by William J. 
Smith, Vice President, Sales – the Americas, Tyco International, that Ansul, the manufacturer of Novec 
1230, will donate all of the equipment necessary for Phase II of the DRT Library fire suppression 
installation. 

The second phase will extend the fire suppression coverage to the main library and support offices.       
The Summerlee Foundation and the DRT Board of Management Native Texan License Plate Fund both 
contributed $10,000 for Phase II.  Simplex Grinnell, San Antonio, will complete the installation, begun       
in November 2005. 

 

Virginia M. Law Endowment Fund  
Established to provide $400 Award  
Annually for Historical Research  

Deadline is September 29, 2006 
 

Nancy M. Law, a member of the San Jacinto 
Chapter, DRT, Houston, established an endowment 
fund in May to honor the memory of her mother, 
Virginia M. Law, a member of Alamo Mission 
Chapter, DRT.  Ms. Law commented that her 
mother enthusiastically supported the purposes and 
efforts of the DRT, and she desired that the newly 
established fund be used to promote the study of 
Texas history.  

The fund establishes an award – the Virginia M. 
Law Research Award – that is designed to bring 
scholars to San Antonio, Texas, to work with 
materials housed at the DRT Library.  The library’s 
collections focus on the period of the Republic of 
Texas, 1836-1846, the Battle of the Alamo, and the 
city of San Antonio prior to 1950. 

Nancy M. Law and her mother Virginia M. Law 

 
Research must be done at the DRT Library and 

completed by the first of June of the following 
year. The award is accompanied by a grant of $400 
($200 when the award is announced and $200 after 
the completion of research).   

(continued on p. 3) 
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2005 Naylor Award Announced 
Buddy: The Story of Buddy Holly

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2006 Naylor Award Committee Appointed 
     A three-member panel of judges comprised of historians, 
educators, librarians, and/or DRT members, who are asked to 
serve by the DRT Library Committee Chairman, judge the 
entries and select the award winner for the June Franklin Naylor 
Award for the Best Book for Children on Texas History.  The 
2006 committee is composed of Dr. Barbara Immroth, School of 
Information, University of Texas at Austin, chairman; Dr. Viki 
Ash, Coordinator of Children©s Services, San Antonio Public 
Library; and Linda Plevak, librarian.   

The 2005 committee included its chairman, Dora Elizondo 
Guerra, historian and Spanish translator, Lucie Olson, 
independent library consultant, and Lucy Podmore, educator.   

 

Riddle-Eager Family Papers Received 
 Ralph Moore, former owner of an antique store in La Villita 

named “Tarnished Turkey,”  donated a box of material containing 
family letters from the1850s, family land records, business items, 
printed material, photos, etc., concerning Sarah Eagar and her daughter 
Florence Eagar Roberts, the first custodian of the Alamo.   The 
collection is the Riddle-Eager Family Papers. 

   The Daughters of the Republic of Texas 
Library Committee is pleased to announce that 
the 2005 June Franklin Naylor Award for the 
Best Book for Children on Texas History is 
awarded to Dr. Anne Bustard, author, and Kurt 
Cyrus, illustrator, for their book Buddy: The 
Story of Buddy Holly, published in 2005 by 
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 
New York.  The presentation was made by 
Laura T. Beavers, DRT Library Committee 
Chairman, in Arlington, Texas, at the 115th 
Annual Convention of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas.   
   In making the presentation, which Mrs. 
Beavers said was a unanimous choice by the 
judges, she commented, “The judges felt this 
book highlights a part of Texas history that is 
many times overlooked, a history of our state’s 
musical artists.  They admired the rhythmic 
flow of the text, the use of the distinct West 
Texas dialect, and the beautiful illustrations that 
added a unique pulse to the story.”   
   The Naylor Committee cited Miss Lady Bird’s 
Wildflowers:  How a First Lady Changed 
America by Kathi Appelt, illustrated by Joy 
Fisher Hein, HarperCollins Publishers, as an 
honorable mention.  The committee also 
commended Greg Roza’s The Karankawa of 
Texas, part of The Library of Native Americans 
series published by PowerKids Press™, for 
producing an appealing, grade-appropriate 
account of a Texas Indian tribe.   

The June Franklin Naylor Award for the 
Best Book for Children on Texas History, is 
given annually to the author/illustrator of the 
most distinguished book for children and young 
adults, grades K-12, that accurately portrays the 
history of Texas, whether fiction or nonfiction.  
Mrs. Naylor was a former schoolteacher and 
long-time resident of Odessa.  She served as 
President General of the Daughters of the 
Republic of Texas, Inc., from 1989-1991. 

 
History Forum Scheduled for February 23 

There will not be an October history forum.  
The next scheduled forum is Friday, February 
23, 2007, in Alamo Hall.  View the DRTL web 
site for further details:  
http://www.drtl.org/Events/index.asp  

Naylor  Award Presentation:  Dr. Anne Bustard, professor at the 
University of Texas, Austin, far right, shared the honor with illustrator Kurt 
Cyrus, who was unable to be present, of receiving the 2005 June Franklin 
Naylor Award for the Best Book for Children on Texas History for their 
book Buddy: The Story of Buddy Holly.  The award is sponsored by the 
Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library, San Antonio, Texas, and is 
endowed by members of Mrs. Naylor’s family and friends.  The 
presentation was made May 19, 2006, at the 115th Annual Convention of 
the Daughters of the Republic of Texas in Arlington, Texas.  Also shown in 
the photo with DRT Library Committee Chairman Laura Beavers, second 
from left, are Mrs. Naylor’s son-in-law, Ed Riefenstahl, and her daughter, 
Valerie Naylor Riefenstahl, fund benefactors. 
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2006 Guidelines for the Virginia M. Law Research Award  

The Daughters of the Republic of Texas Library at the Alamo, San Antonio, Texas, welcomes 
applications for the Virginia M. Law Award for the academic year 2006-2007, open to individuals in any 
field who can benefit from the holdings of the DRT Library.  

Considerations for awarding the grant include: 1) suitability of the project for meaningful research in 
the DRT Library collections; 2) applicant©s academic training or professional experience; 3) potential of 
the project to make a significant contribution to scholarship.   

A copy of the applicant’s vita and a description of the proposed research project should be mailed to 
the DRT Library, P. O. Box 1401, San Antonio, TX  78295-1401.  The applicant should also arrange to 
have sent to the above address letters of reference from two persons who can assess the significance of the 
work and the ability of the scholar to carry it out.  The deadline for submission of all documents is 
September 29, 2006. The award recipient will be announced October 31, 2006. 

One complimentary copy of any resulting publication is to be placed in the DRT Library collections.  
A presentation of research findings will be made at one of the DRT Texas history forums, at a time 
convenient to the recipient, in order to publicly disseminate research results. Recipients of the award shall 
acknowledge it in writing in all resulting publications, exhibits, or other projects for which the award has 
made research possible.   
 The 2006 judging committee is composed of the DRT Library Committee Chairman, the DRT Library 
Director, and the DRT Library Archivist. 
 

General Land Office to be featured at Family History Seminar Friday, August 25 
The Texas General Land Office will be featured at the Sixth Family History Seminar to be held in Alamo Hall 

on Friday, August 25, 2006, from 9 AM to 12:30 PM.  Jerry C. Drake, Director, Archives & Records, reports that 
the topics will be “A Genealogist’s Guide to the Texas General Land Office,”  “Spanish Land Grants: What They 
Are and How to Use Them;” and “ Immigration, Maps, and the Progress of Texas.”   Morning refreshments will be 
available and door prizes awarded.  Registration is $15. 

                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 

Personnel News: 
Members of the Library staff were treated to an appreciation luncheon 

by the DRT Library Committee on Wednesday, February 15.  Staff 
members enjoyed good food and good company and were pleased with 
the opportunity to share library happenings with the committee.   

Technical assistant Rusty Gamez had a brief article published in 
Today’s Catholic.  Research assistant Jennifer Stone begins a degree 
program in August at the Universtiy of North Texas, leading to a master’s 
degree in library science. 

Martha Utterback represented the library at the March Texas State 
Historical Association meeting in Austin.  She attended the annual 
business meeting at which Charles Long, Curator Emeritus of the Alamo, 
was remembered.  Leslie Stapleton attended the Texas Library 
Association’s annual conference in Houston in April.  Warren Stricker 
attended the Society of Southwest Archivists’  annual conference in May. 

Library tours and presentations: 
Exhibit and tour for Rare & Endangered 

Government Publications Committee, 
Government Documents Round Table, 
American Library Association, January; 
Northeast ISD continuing education 
seminar, “Remembering the Alamo;”  tour 
of the library’s art collection, Alamo Heroes 
Chapter, DRT, April 4, by Martha 
Utterback; exhibit and tour for Alamo 
employees, June 20-21, and Children of the 
Republic of Texas, June 24; tours for Swiss 
exchange student Ariane Masel, Jim and 
Mary Vance, and Charlotte Moody. 

Presentations by Warren Stricker to :  
Alamo Mission Chapter, DRT, March 14; 
Abishai Mercer Dickson Chapter, DRT, 
Seguin, March 28; the Ferdinand 
Lindheimer Chapter, DRT, New Braunfels, 
April 8, the Susanna Dickinson Chapter, 
DAR, San Antonio, April 11, and the 
Seguin Kiwanis Club on April 12.   
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Focus on the Collections: 

New additions to Gentilz Material 
 

 
 

The library recently acquired a small collection of very special material associated with the early Texas artist 
Theodore Gentilz, who first came to San Antonio in 1844 as one of Henri Castro©s colonists.  This material 
complements the Gentilz-Frétellière Family Papers purchased in the late 1960s and 1970s, and the more recent 
acquisitions from the William Morrow and Mary Sue Wisdom collections, made possible by generous grants from 
the Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable Foundation of 1992 and The Summerlee 
Foundation. 

Outstanding in this new addition is a 
wedding coin presented by Gentilz to his 
bride, Marie Fargeix, in Paris in 1849, when 
they married.  The coin is engraved on the 
edge: T Gentilz a M Fargeix le 12 Juin 1849, 

and the face of the coin has a flourished monogram including the recognizable 
letters of M, T, and G. 

Gentilz was for many years a teacher of art and perspective drawing in San 
Antonio, and what is believed to be one of his tools for drawing curves and circles is included in this acquisition – a 
hand-made wood compass, almost 18 inches long, with a hinged head, carved from long-leaf pine. 

What is not as well-known is that Gentilz also taught model-making, and in this 
collection are a group of plaster casts and molds of various subjects, including Aztec 
calendars that still have attached fragments of Gentilz©s carefully hand-written notes 
on the Zodiac, and portrait models which were probably used for classroom copying. 

Gentilz was a founding member and long-time secretary of the French Mutual 
Aid Society in San Antonio, and his personal copy of the 1876 yearbook of the 
organization, with his monogram hand-drawn on the back cover and his membership 
card inserted inside, is part of this collection.   

Also included is a rare Gentilz family trade card 
from Paris, advertising the carriage-making business 
in which Gentilz©s father provided carriages to the 
service of British royalty. 

Two accomplished watercolor flower paintings 
by Louise Frétellière, one of Gentilz©s nieces, who 
studied with him, and a small unsigned watercolor 
of an ox-cart with a load of wood are other special 
pieces in the collection. 

Card photographs, glass-plate negatives, tintypes, copyprints, additional 
printed material, receipts, and letters from one of Gentilz©s nephews to one of his 
nieces complete the small collection. 

The purchase, from a private individual, was handled through Harry Halff, 
Fine Arts, San Antonio.  Funds were drawn from the library©s Penshorn Fund and 
from a generous gift from Charles Cantu, who disbursed his election campaign 
funds raised during his race for county commissioner in Comal County. 
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Focus on the Collections: 

Katherine McGowen Brashear Papers 
 

 In the early years of the 19th century, the use of autograph albums became a popular custom in the United States.  
Texans embraced the trend, and three fine early examples that feature the women of a prominent Houston and Harris 
County family have been added to the DRT Library collection. 

 Sarah Robinson Christopher, a Pennsylvania native, came to Texas in the 1830s.  Widowed soon after, in 1840 she 
married Alexander McGowen, an Alabaman who was to represent Harris County at the 1845 convention that approved the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, and who would serve three terms as mayor of Houston.  Mrs. McGowen kept an 
autograph album containing entries from 1838, though most of the entries date from 1845-1852 during her residence in 
Houston. Often touching on religious themes, several inscriptions came from clergymen, including Methodist minister 
Orceneth Fisher. 
 
 The McGowen’s daughter Katherine, born in 1844, filled 
two autograph albums in her teen years.  Inscriptions from 
friends, usually in verse form, overflow with emotion and 
sentiment, bestowing wishes for future happiness and asking 
for her remembrance.  The themes of loss and parting arise 
frequently, and even take a melancholy turn, as in the words of 
Sue L. Ransom, writing in 1860: 
 

“When thou on some succeeding day  
May chance these leaves to turn 
When I perhaps have turned to clay 
And friends have ceased to mourn  
 
Oh do not thus unheeded pass 
The lines I here have penned 
But think of her who was in life 
Thy kind and loving friend” 

 
A year after the latest entry, Kate McGowen married John J. 
Brashear, a lawyer who would serve in the Confederate army 
and who was elected Harris County Judge after the war.  One 
of their children, Sam Houston Brashear, continued the family 
tradition of public service, holding the office of mayor of 
Houston from 1898-1901. 

 In addition to the albums, the Brashear papers include a 
bound volume of sheet music used by Katherine McGowen.  
Published in the 1840s and 50s, the selections include several 
works by Texas composers, along with popular favorites of the 
period. 

 The Brashear papers were the generous gift of  
Maurice M. Adams of Austin, the great-grandson of Katherine 
McGowen Brashear, and were given in memory of his mother, 
Mary McAshan Adams, on behalf of himself and his brothers, 
Alexander and Norman Adams.  
 

This elaborate entry in the autograph album of Katherine 
McGowen from F. Augustus G., dated Sept. 1861, begins 
“ In future days of mirth/When you these pages scan/And 
on memory’s hearth, the latent embers fan.”  
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Texana Treasures 
Gifts received January 1, 2006, through June 20, 2006 

 

Special thanks to Chancy Westfall, President General of the Children of the Republic of Texas,  
for raising over $2,000 for the DRT Library to purchase new computers; 

and to Charlie Cantu, Jean Cheever, and Bruce Nell Gooler for their generous donations.  

General Contr ibutions: 
Bradford R. Breuer  
  San Antonio, TX 
Laura Beavers,  
L ibrary Committee Chairman 
  San Antonio, TX 
Austin’s Old Three Hundred 
  San Antonio, TX  
Dr . William C. &  Veronica Parke 
   Washington, DC 
Gaylan E. Bohon 
   San Antonio, TX 
Mrs. Madge Rober ts,  
Histor ian General, DRT 
  San Antonio, TX 
Char les Cantu 
  Bulverde, TX 
 

 
Charlie Cantu presents a check for 
$1,400 to the DRT Library Committee 
for acquisitions.  The money was used 
to purchase a portion of the recent 
Gentilz acquisitions. 
 
Floyd Stephens, Jr . 
   Bixby, OK 
Betty Fagan Bur r  
    Nacogdoches, TX 
Bruce Nell Gooler  
    San Antonio, TX 
Sylvia A. Butter  
   Houston, TX 
Jean Cheever  
   San Antonio, TX 
Mary Kather ine Spiller Br iggs, 
Past President General, DRT 
    Bryan, TX 
Dr . Lael Morgan 
    Arlington, TX 
Peggy McNeel Rapp 
    Galveston, TX 

History Forum Donations: 
Lar ry &  Barbara Stevens 
   Kingwood, TX  

General Chapter Contr ibutions: 
Cradle of Texas Chapter, DRT 
   West Columbia, TX 
Frances Cooke Van Zandt 
Chapter , DRT 
    Fort Worth, TX 
William B. Travis Chapter, DRT 
    Austin, TX 
Bluebonnet Branch Chapter, DRT 
   Houston, TX 
Clara Driscoll Chapter, DRT 
    Corpus Christi, TX 
Miss Ima Hogg Chapter , DRT 
    Houston, TX 
Mary Hall Mantooth Chapter , DRT 
    Lufkin, TX 
Abishai Mercer Dickson Chapter , DRT 
    La Vernia, TX 
 
Honorary Contr ibutions: 
Jose R. Garcia 
    in honor of Linda Ayers Myers 
K irk &  Rosemar ie Gregory 
    in honor of DRT Library Staff 
P.E.O Chapter, BX 
    in honor of Shirley Burnett 
Mr. &  Mrs. Char les Stockton 
    in honor of Debra Bryant and the  
    Library Staff 
Ann Car lton Oppenheimer  
    in honor of Sharon Moore Wolff 
Laura Beavers,  
L ibrary Committee Chairman 
    in honor of Nelma Wilkinson, 
    President General, DRT 
 
Memor ial Gifts: 
Sharon Moore Wolff 

in memory of Mallie Miska 
Kay Herbst Day 

in memory of Col. Edith Bonnet 
Whitelaw, William “Billy”  Everitt,  
Col. Louis E. Herrick, Mrs. Mary 
Nette Perry, Walter Scott Stewart, 
Edward R. Rodriguez, Frank 

Anthony Stanush, Mrs. Renee David 
May 

Cynthia T. Brunson 
     in memory of Jenevieve Johnson  
     Hatch  
Col. &  Mrs. Willard Beavers 

in memory of Verda Godding & 
Jenevieve Johnson Hatch 

Bar ry Braubach Ward,  John 
Braubach, Anthony Braubach 
     in memory of Dorothy R. Vance 
Marie O. Gomez 
     in memory of Brooke Elise & Faith 

 Lena Buell 
Dick Penner  
     in memory of Anita & Roy Penner 
Mar jor ie Harney 
     in memory of Max P. Herbst 
Holly Bockholt 
     In memory of Max P. Herbst 
Bernice W. Ever itt 
    in memory of Max P. Herbst 
Elaine Davis 

in memory of Max P. Herbst, Dr. 
Charles Myler, Cirila Rodriguez 

Dale Herr ick 
in memory of Max P. Herbst 

Nege Curoe 
    in memory of Vivian Arnn 
Anna Har tman 
    in memory of Melissa Sullivan 
Theresa Baucum 
     in memory of Doug Loveless 
Mar jor ie Hardy 
    in memory of Charles Vernon  
    Brown, Jr 
N. Janet James 
    in memory of Charles Vernon  
    Brown, Jr 
 
DRT Chapter Memorials: 
Welcome W. Chandler  Chapter, DRT 

in memory of Reba Hicks Fortner 
Char les G. Davenpor t Chapter, DRT 

in memory of Wendy Cammack 
New Kentucky Chapter , DRT 

in memory of Jenevieve Johnson 
Hatch  

Ben Milam Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Rev. Hollis C. Yeilding 
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Peters Colony Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Griffin Burns Huey 

Collin McKinney Chapter , DRT 
in memory of Helen Hammer 

Clara Driscoll Chapter, DRT 
in memory of Neely Gardner &  
Mary Frances Fritz 

 
Chapter “ Declaration of 
Independence”  Donations 
Char les Taylor  Chapter , DRT 
    Dallas, TX 
 
CRT Donations 
Chancey Westfall, President General’s 
Project, to replace OPACs for 
automation system.  
 
Chapter  Honorary Donations 
New Kentucky Chapter , DRT 
    In honor of Sam Houston’s Birthday 
Susanna Dickinson Chapter, DRT 
    In honor of Warren Stricker 
 
Adopt-A-Journal 
For t Settlement Chapter , DRT 
    Houston, TX 
Thomas Ward Chapter, DRT 
    Odessa, TX 
Tunas Creek Chapter, DRT 
    Monahans, TX 
Sam Houston Chapter , DRT 
    Moody, TX 
Bosque River  Chapter, DRT 
    Hico, TX   
Village of Salado Chapter , DRT 
    Salado, TX 
 

Grants: 
Coulter  and L ily Rush Hoppess 
Foundation, Inc., undesignated gift 

In-K ind Donations: 
World Post Technologies 
 

Mater ial Donations: 
Jan DeVault:  DVDs of San Jacinto 
Symposiums 2001 through 2005  
 
Center for  Archeological Research, 
UTSA :  Archaeological Testing on Site 
41BX1199, Government Canyon State 
Natural Area, Bexar County, TX; 
Archaelogical Investigations at Four 
San Antonio Missions; Evaluation of 
Archaelogical Material from the Little 
Church of La Villita Property; Archaic 
Land Use of Upper Leon Creek 
Terraces; Archaeological Survey of 

Converse City Park, Bexar County; 
Historical & Archaeological Research 
of the Hampton Inn Property in 
Downtown San Antonio; Archaeo-
logical Survey of the Covel Gardens 
Landfill Area in San Antonio; Test 
Excavations at the Culebra Creek Site, 
41BX1131 at O.R. Mitchell Dam; 
Archaeological Assessment of Drainage 
Improvement Area on NE side of Alamo 
Hall & home of former Mayor Wilhelm 
Thielepape; 9,000 years of human 
occupation at Lackland AFB; 
Archaeological investigation of 
Comanche Lookout Park; 
Archaeological Survey of West Salado 
Creek Lift Station Project; 
Archaeological Survey of Medio Creek 
Water Treatment plan; Preliminary 
Archaeological survey along Medio 
Creek Drainage; Exploring drought in 
San Antonio Area between 1700 and 
1979; Archaeological investigations at 
site 41BX1 North of Olmos Dam; 
Archaeological testing at Goliad State 
Park; Phase II Archaeological 
investigations at Lackland AFB; 
Archaeological survey of trail locations 
in Canyon State Natural Area; 
Archaeology of Planned location of 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing Plant; 
Archaeological monitoring & testing at 
Catalpa-Pershing Storm Drainage 
project; Archaeological monitoring of 
Ashby Street drainage project; 
Archaeology at Alamodome; 
Archaeological investigation of Spring 
Lake Lot for Joe’s Crab Shack Parking; 
Archaeological survey & monitoring of 
Razing of Acuna Furniture & Music 
Company building; Archaeological 
survey of Knollcreek subdivision; 
Archival investigation of Pyron 
Homestead; Excavation of San Pedro 
Acequia; Archaeological monitoring at 
Espada Road Acequia crossing; 
Documentation of San Pedro Acequia, 
Archival search for Alamo-Concepcion 
Aqueduct; Archival Research for Yturri-
Edmunds Annex; Archaeological 
assessment for Municipal Stadium; 
Archaeological monitoring of HEB-
GSA parking lot; Archaeological survey 
for Bexar County Correctional facility 
at Cagnon Rd; Archaeological survey 
along Leon Creek; San Antonio Mission 
trails Statewide transportation 
enhancement project; Archaeological 
monitoring of parking lot construction 
project in New Braunfel; Archaeology 

cal investigations at Landa Park Golf 
Course Pro Shop. 
 
Buddy Levy:  American Legend:  The 
Real-Life Adventures of David Crockett 
by Buddy Levy 
 
Lee Ann Whiteside Gerhart and 
Debra Dunkley Williams:  Remember 
Who You Are!  Dunkley Family History 
by Lee Ann Whiteside Gerhart and 
Debra Dunkley Williams 
 
Belgian Amer icans of Texas:  The 
Belgian Americans of Texas by The 
Belgian American Club of Texas and 
The Belgian Gardens by Alice 
Verstuyft Alelvoet, Rosie Persyn 
Aelvoet and Margie Gottardy Grothues 
 

 
 
Brooks Sommer :  Santa Anna’s 
Lieutenants in the 1836 Texas 
Campaign by Brooks Abbett Sommer 
 
Seesee Powers Munson:  In memory 
of Allie Mae Whitley:  Van Zandt 
County Court Minutes, Volumes A & B, 
1848-1871 
 
Gary Roger :  The Travis Family by 
James F. Price 
 
Woodward Publishing, Inc.:  
Volunteers in the Texas Revolution:  
The New Orleans Greys by Gary Brown 
 
Maur ice M. Adams:  Katherine 
McGowen Brashear Papers 
 
Los Bexareños Genealogical Society:  
Los Bexareños Genealogical Register:  
Cumulative Contents, Volumes I 
through XXII (1984-2005), Los 
Bexareños Genealogical Society:  
Tejano Genealogy Handout, October 
2004, Los Bexareños Genealogical 
Society:  The Borderlands Presidio as a 
Source of Genealogical Records, 
Genealogical and Historical Sources in 
the San Antonio Area 
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Dr. William Guy Carleton Parke, 
grandson of former DRT Librarian 
Cora Carleton Glassford, is 
photographed at his grandmother’s 
desk in the DRT Library on a recent 
visit to San Antonio from his home 
in Washington, D. C.   Mrs. 
Glassford was the librarian at the 
DRT Library from 1945 through 
1956.  Dr. Parke commended 
archivist Warren Stricker for his 
exemplary organization of the 
library’s collections.   

 

 
Adams donation:  Maurice Adams is 
shown above presenting the Katherine 
McGowen Brashear papers to archivist 
Warren Stricker. 
 
Nancy Dillard Franklin:  Moses 
Hughes and his family by Nancy Dillard 
Franklin 
 
Dr. Sharon Wolf:  A Girl from Texas 
by S.E. Wolf 
 
Frank Pantuso:  Italians of San 
Antonio by Frank Pantuso 
 
Dr . Thomas S. Bremer :  Blessed with 
Tourists:  The Borderlands of Religion 
and Tourism in San Antonio by Thomas 
S. Bremer 
 
Polly Robinson:  From Muskets to 
Mohair by Grace King, et al. 
 
Enslow Publishers, Inc.:  The Alamo 
by Wm. Coleman and Pat Perrin 
 
Dr. Andy Anderson:  How to Find 
your Family History & Cultural Roots:  
An Online Guide by Andy Anderson 
and Stagecoach by Philip L. Fradkin 
and Andy Anderson 
 
Antarctic Press:  The Alamo:  The 
Comic Book by Rod Espinosa 
 
University of Texas Press:  One 
Ranger, A Memoir by H. Joaquin 
Jackson and David Marion Wilkinson, 
Texas Sky by Wyman Meinzer, 
Vaquero:  Genesis of the Texas Cowboy 
by Bill Wittliff, The Skeleton at the 
Feast:  The Day of the Dead in Mexico 

by Elizabeth Carmichael and Chloe 
Sayer, Seldom Heard:  Ranchers, 
Ranchos & Rumors of the South Texas 
Brush Country by Dian L. Malouf, The 
Architecture of O’Neil Ford:  
Celebrating Place by David Dillon, 
Texas Hill Country by John Graves, 
Bob Kleberg and the King Ranch:  A 
Worldwide Sea of Grass by John 
Cypher, God’s Country or Devil’s 
Playground:  The Best Nature Writing 
from the Big Bend of Texas, Vaqueros, 
Cowboys, and Buckaroos by Lawrence 
Clayton, et al., Texas Coast and Texas 
Mountains, by Laurence Parent and Joe 
Nick Patoski, Texas Rivers by John 
Graves; and A Guide to Hispanic Texas 
 
Dr . Ed Blackburn, Jr.:  Wanted:  
Historic County Jails of Texas by 
Edward A. Blackburn 
 

 

St. Martin’s Press:  The Captured:  A 
True Story of Abduction by Indians on 
the Texas Frontier by Scott Zesch 
 
Forge Books:  The Way West:  True 
Stories of the American Frontier by 
James A. Crutchfield 
 
Kather ine K. Mor ton:  California to 
Texas in 1871:  The story of the 
Norman Austin Family of Bell County, 
Texas by Katherine K. Morton 

 
Char les D. Spur lin:  Navigation of the 
Lower Guadalupe River, 1529-1907 by 
Charles D. Spurlin 
 
Karla Cox Smith:  The Family of 
Wilson Barton and Mildah McKinney 
by Karla Cox Smith 
 
Jean Cheever :  Alexander Moore 
Papers, Plat map of Uvalde County 
 
Peter Hsu:  Posters – USS San Antonio 
(2) by Peter Hsu 
 
Mrs. Jay Massaro and Joseph M. 
Massaro:  A diary setting out briefly 
the life of May Eckles by May Eckles 
Pugh 
 
Texas State Histor ical Association:  
Fort Concho:  A History and a Guide 
by James T. Matthews 
 
Texas A& M University Press:  Rivers 
of Texas by Verne Huser, Camino del 
Norte by Howard J. Erlichman, Gospen 
Tracks through Texas by Wilma Rugh 
Taylor 
 
State House Press:  The Road to Dr 
Pepper, Texas by Karen Wright 
 
McWhiney Foundation Press:  Texas 
Myths and Legends:  Stories of the 
Frontier by John C. Ferguson 
 
James Butler Bonham Chapter , 
DRT:  Her Life Shines Out Upon the 
Way:Birdie Robertson Johnson, 
Southern Social Feminist by Alice Jean 
Cooksey, Women and the Mexican War, 
1846-1848 by Peggy M. Cashion, 
Childhood in Dallas, 1870-1900 
Decline of Cooperative, 1875-1876 by 
George Thomas Kellam 

Joshua D. Brown Chapter , DRT:  
Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper, “ Buffalo 
Soldier”  by David Edmond Hilton 
 
Lyles Houston:  Index to the San 
Fernando Church Baptismal Records, 
1812-1850 
 
TCU Press:  The Search for Pedro’s 
Story by Marian L. Martinello and 
Samuel P. Nesmith 
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Warren Str icker :  A Comprehensive 
Guide to Outdoor Sculpture in Texas by 
Carol Morris Little 

 

Nichols family visits:  Nichols’  
descendant Barbara Duncan holds a 
page from the diary of James Wilson 
Nichols, 1820-1887, while other 
descendants, Ruby and Bob Goss and 
Mallory Muldar, look on.  Accom-
panying friends are Mark Day, Kyleigh 
Kelley, and Madison Day.  The family 
visited during a field trip sponsored by 
Bill Brown Elementary School, Comal 
ISD.   
 
Madge Thornall Rober ts, Histor ian 
General, DRT:  Machine Readable, 
100 Years of Custodianship by Madge 
Thornall Roberts, Pecan Point on Red 
River by Molly Dixon – 2006 Mamie 
Wynne Cox Essay 
 
Joan Strauch Seifer t:   Stehr Family 
Letters 
 
Mary Carolyn George:  The 
Architectural Legacy of Alfred Giles:  
Selected Restorations by Mary Carolyn 
George 
 
Silesian Profiles Committee:  Silesian 
Profiles II:  Polish Immigration to 
Texas, 1850’s-1870’s by Silesian 
Profiles Committee 
 
Helen Bur leson Kelso, in memory of 
Lou Ann Milliken:  A Texas Patriot on 
Trial in Mexico:  Jose Antonio Navarro 
and the Texan Santa Fe Expedition by 
Andres Resendez 
 
Jane K ing Fohn:  Texas on Stamps by 
Jon L. Allen, and “ The 9-cent Alamo 
Stamp and its First-Day Covers”  by 
Jane King Fohn, an article in The 
Philatelic Exhibitor, vo.l 15, no. 2, 
April 2001 
 
Lewis Fisher :  Photograph – “Laying 
body of Gen. Funston in state at 
Alamo”  

George Nelson:  Art – The Alamo, 
1836, San Antonio de Bexar, 1836 
 
San Jacinto Descendants:  San Jacinto 
Descendants records, additions 
 
Carol Cronin:  Our Mother’s People 
by Marian Doan Enderton 
 
Mar tha Utterback:  Poster – Wind 
River Press 
 
Ralph Moore:  Riddle-Eager Family 
Papers 
 
David H. Peterson:  Military presence 
in 19th and 20th Century Galveston 
County, Texas by Dorothy B. Peterson 
(2 copies – one signed by the author) 

 

Alamo Ranger Peggy Potts retired July 
14, 2006, with 25 years of dedicated 
service to the Alamo.  Staff members 
and friends gathered in Alamo Hall to 
wish her well. Among the many gifts 
Peggy received were a Texas Olive tree 
like the one constantly in bloom in front 
of the Alamo, a plaque with her original 
badge and a Ranger patch, and a 
certificate of appreciation from Nelma 
Wilkinson, DRT President General. 

 
 

Alamo staff gather  
to honor  Char les Long 

 
Former Alamo curator 

Charles J. Long was remembered 
by his Alamo family in March, 
on the first anniversary of his 
death, with a memorial brick in 
the Gallagher courtyard.  

 
Mr. Long served as curator 

and curator emeritus from 1971 
to 1986.  Among family 
members attending were his 
daughters Mrs. Marshall P. 
Graham III, Houston, and Mrs. 
Walter Scott, San Antonio. 

 

In Memoriam 
Walter Mathis, longtime San Antonio conservationist and Tobin descendant; 
artist Frank Anthony Stanush; Dr . Char les Myler, husband of Jo Myler, former 
DRT Librarian and retired head of the Texana Department, San Antonio Public 
Library; Catherine Frances Lewis, mother of Cathy Herpich, former DRT 
Library Director; Jim Zintgraff, well-known San Antonio photographer; Jack 
“ Jaxon”  Jackson, historian and cartographer; and Cir ila Rodr iguez, a dedicated 
Alamo employee for 25 years.    
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Children of the 
Republic of Texas fund 

new computers for 
public workstations 

Rehler Vaughn & Koone 
chosen for library 

refurbishment 
 

The San Antonio firm of Rehler 
Vaughn & Koone, Inc., has been 
chosen by the DRT Library 
Committee to redesign current 
workspace for greater storage and 
work efficiency.  Kenneth Zuschlag 
is the principal architect, and he will 
be assisted by associate Heath 
Wenrick and interior designer Judith 
Zimmerman. 

The firm of Ford, Powell & 
Carson has been retained by the 
Alamo Committee to formulate a 
master plan for the Alamo Complex.  
The library’s redesign is part of the 
master plan.  The Alamo Committee 
hopes to begin a capital campaign to 
fund the many facility needs in 2007. 

Storage space for library 
materials is at a premium.  
Temporary library records and non-
essential equipment are currently 
stored off site.  Advice has been 
sought from the Texas Historical 
Commission and architect Kenneth 
Zuschlag will work closely with 
Carolyn Peterson of Ford, Powell, & 
Carson, as well as the THC 
representatives, in resolving space 
issues. 

 
 
 

Library Committee 
Chairman Laura Beavers accepts 
a very generous donation from 
Chancey Westfall, President 
General, Children of the 
Republic of Texas, for new 

online public access computers for the DRT Library.  The current 
public workstations date from 2000 and are operating with Windows 
95.   CRT members held many fundraising projects this past year to 
raise money for the library and were so successful that library staff 
hope there may be funds remaining to replace one or more staff 
computers. 
 

 
The Alamo in June:  Dr. John Ashurst from Great Britain is editing a 
book titled Conservation of Ruins, which is to be published by 
Elsevier Press, and he has included a chapter about the Alamo based 
on an interview with our historian/curator Dr. Bruce Winders. Dr. 
Ashurst’s colleague, Rachel Sabino-Gunaratna, visited the library 
June 29 to research photographs for use in the book.  In addition to 
viewing the library’s historic photographs, Ms. Sabino was able to   
take photographs from Lone Star Palace on the roof of the nearby 
Crockett Block building through arrangements made by 
Administrative Assistant Laura Garcia.  The Lone Star Palace offers 
wonderful panoramic views of the Alamo and Alamo Plaza.   

Watch for your  
invitation to the  
DRT Library’s 

 
 “No Bake“No Bake“No Bake“No Bake”””” Bake Sale! Bake Sale! Bake Sale! Bake Sale!    

~ & ~ 
Proceeds will benefit the  

library’s  
Parker Endowment  

Fund for general operating��
expenses. 
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Floresville Gifted and Talented 
Group visits the DRT Library 
 
The DRT Library was a beehive of 
activity as students from Floresville’s 
gifted and talented program, grades 3 
through 5, visited the library to do 
research about the Alamo and its 
defenders.   

Staff members talked to 
them about the difference 
in primary and secondary 
source documents and 
how this library differs 
from their school library.  
Students were thrilled to 
view an 1835 letter written 
by Alamo defender Daniel 
William Cloud. 
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Hidden Treasures of the DRT Library 
 

Donor appreciation event 
May 5, 2006 

 

      
 

              
 
                   
  
 

 

   The DRT Library would not exist without its many 
donors, and the current Library Committee under its 
chairman Laura Beavers honored our donors with a 
special luncheon and exhibit on May 5.  Donors 
gathered in Alamo Hall for the luncheon and then 
adjourned to the library to view the library’s “hidden 
treasures,”  an exhibit organized by Martha Utterback, 
assistant director, and Warren Stricker, archivist.  
Committee member Nancy Marion served as 
subcommittee chair and supervised all arrangements. 


